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Periodically, urban historians have been reminded of the need to view the development of cities as a process.
In tracing the growth of the Port of Saint John, 1867-1911, the theoretical perspective of ecology is employed to examine the process by which one urban community was integrated, through its transport node, into a larger eco-system of cities.
The transport node of the City of Saint John provides an exemplary model of an agent of integration since it is generally recognized that a significant correlation exists between the sophistication of a society's instruments of transport technology and 2 the organization of that society.
Similarly, it has been suggested See especially Leo F. Schnore and Eric E. Lampard, "Social Science and the City-A survey of research needs 11 , in Leo F. Schnore (éd.), Social Science and the City (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1969) -Hall, 1966 -Hall, [1937 In summary, by focusing on a transport node -the Port of Saint John -this study illustrates how the complex of altering functional relationships suggested in the ecological perspective effected, and were 18 influenced by, the city's endeavors to cope with its changed situation.
16
See Samuel P. Hays, "The Changing Political Structure of the City in Industrial America", Journal of Urban History, Vol. 1 (November 1974), 6-38.
These distinctions are not intended to represent a social reality but are merely a set of temporal designations which conveniently lend themselves to the period under investigation. For further comment regarding the imprecision of stage theory see especially Wilbert E. Moore, Social Change (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1974), pp. 2, 37-39. See also Amos H. Hawley, Urban Society: An Ecological Approach, p. 333.
18
J.M.S. Careless, "Somewhat Narrow Horizons", Canadian Historical Association, Historical Papers, 1968, p. 7 . "But where are the studies of the attempts of Halifax or Saint John to cope with their changed situations, or the accommodations they partially achieved as continental
